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     organizations and schoolteachers to 

We are pleased to announce the 
introduction of a new Fall youth 
program, the Global Youth Arts and 
Media Program. The Program prepares 
youth to showcase media and art 
projects that address an annual 
international topic. The 2005 theme is 
Peace and Conflict: From Local to Global.  
 
Throughout the fall, Project Spera will 
work closely with local media and arts 

prepare youth projects in various 
mediums, including photography, film,
dance, filmmaking, web design, 
painting, spoken word, journalism and 
creative writing. Project Spera provides
various means of support for 
collaborating partners, including 
program visits during after-school 
 

Win a Prize!  
Help Us Find a New Name 

 

We’ve been planning to change our name 
for some time now, due to intellectual 
property requirements and because so 
many people don’t know what Spera 
means, and assume it has something to 
do with birds! (We are serious!) So it’s 
time to take our brainstorming to you, 
our loyal readers, to determine the name 
that best captures the spirit of what we  
do.  For the month of September, we are 
having a Name-our-Nonprofit contest, 
with a prize for whoever recommends 
the winning name!  If you have 
suggestions, by all means don’t keep 
them to yourself! Please write to 
info@projectspera.org and share your 
ideas. Winners will be announced on the 
website on October 1, 2005. 
 

       peace and

hours to help youth address the 
annual theme.  
 
Youth projects will be showcased at 
the culminating event, a Media and 
Arts Festival, scheduled for 
December 8-10 2005, at SOMArts 
Gallery in San Francisco. The Festival 
will provide a public forum for youth 
to present their perspectives on the 
important, and very personal, issue of 

 conflict. This event will 
also be an opportunity to invite the 
larger community to see the youth 
work.  
 
If you are interested in becoming 
involved, please contact Dana Curran 
at curran@projectspera.org. 
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Your contribution supports 
programs that make an enormous 
impact on the education and future 
of youth. Visit our website 
(www.projectspera.org) to learn 
how.  
 
 
Make your tax-deductible 

contribution today! 
 
In the 2005-6 Program Year… 
… $575 supports a student in 
the Media and Arts Program 
… $163 supports a 
participant in the World 
Affairs Challenge 
… $23 supports a student for a year 
through our Professional 
Development Program 

http://www.projectspera.org/
http://www.projectspera.org/
mailto:info@projectspera.org
mailto:curran@projectspera.org
mailto:info@projectspera.org


Our Newsletter and Website Get a Makeover 
 
Do you want more interactive sections in our website and in the newsletter? Well, you’ll be happy to hear that 
beginning in September a sleeker, more interactive newsletter will be coming to you every other month. This will 
include more quizzes, interactive polls, profiles of participating students, teachers and volunteers as well as 
updates on our programs. Our website will also get a makeover by September, becoming richer and more 
interactive.  Check in at www.projectspera.org for monthly updates! 

 

 
 

Exciting Opportunity for Bay Area Teachers 
 
• Tired of having great curriculum on global affairs 

simply collect dust on your shelf?  
• Need a way to make your curriculum more 

engaging and relevant to students’ lives? 
• Don’t have time to find appropriate resources on 

contemporary international issues that are usable 
in your classroom and still address standards?  

 
Let Project Spera help you bring the world into 

your classroom. 
 
Join the Global Educators Network for the 2005-06 
academic year, and make teaching about 
contemporary issues easy. 
 
The Global Educators Network is a unique 
opportunity to receive assistance and support from 
education consultants in integrating contemporary 
global issues into your teaching— 
 

in any discipline. Spera consultants work with 
teachers to review your teaching goals and needs for 
the year and ways to mainstream global issues into 
what you are currently teaching. We then bring the 
resources to your doorstep.  This model recognizes 
the constraints teachers face—time, standards, 
knowledge of international affairs—and offers a 
service that eliminates these barriers. Teachers will 
also benefit from a range of other services as a 
network teacher – access to speakers, assistance in 
the classroom, help with grant writing, access to 
issue briefings on specific international topics, and 
connections with other teachers in the network.    
 
Our professional development consulting service for 
teachers is poised to serve an additional 40 teachers 
this fall. If you or someone you know is interested in 
this opportunity, please contact Madiha Murshed at 
415.292.7421 or Murshed@Projectspera.org.  

 

Introducing Our New Board Members 
 

Please join us in welcoming three new members of our Board of Directors who bring tremendous energy and 
commitment to our work. 
 
Megan L. Fielding is a Director and Regional Investment Consultant for the Bank of America Investment Services 
Group in San Francisco. Megan earned her Bachelor's Degree in Economics from Wheaton College, and both her 
IMCA Certified Investment Management Analyst and Investment Strategist Certificates from the Wharton School 
at the University of Pennsylvania.  
 
Meheriar Hasan is Executive Vice President in the Consumer Credit Group of Wells Fargo Bank in San Francisco. 
He was a member of our Fundraising and Advisory Committee, assisting in securing corporate grants this year, 
before joining our Board in July 2005.  
 
Hansoo Lee is a financial analyst for Wal-Mart.com in Brisbane, CA. In addition to a Bachelor's Degree from 
Amherst College, where he double-majored in Economics and Fine Arts, Hansoo has continued to study 
corporate finance and financial engineering through the University of California Berkeley Extension and the Haas 
School of Business. Hansoo was a member of our Fundraising and Development Advisory Committee, and joined 
our Board of Directors in 2005.  
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Funding & Support Update 
 

We are pleased to announce a renewed grant from the Mary Crocker Trust. We received additional funding 
recently from the David and Lucile Packard Foundation Matching Gift Program, Albertsons, the Microsoft 
Giving Campaign, Nike Matching Gift Program and the Celebrity Fight Night Foundation.  
 
We would also like to thank Greg O’Toole and Rivkah Beth Medow for their in-kind contributions through 
Sati Media Productions. We are very grateful for the support. 
 
The following generous individuals have also contributed since our last newsletter: 
 
Ageliki Kyriakopoulos  
Alan and Anne Rubin  
Alex Frangadakis  
Alice Bartholomew  
Alisa Woodruff  
Amy Antos  
Ann Jorgensen  
Beth Lauer  
Bruce Goldner  
Carrie McGraw  
Charles and Sandy Mendler  
Charmagne Campbell-Patton  
Chris Nicholson 
Claire Haldan  
Colleen and Justin Boyd  
Connie Weiss  
David Henderson  
Donna Pribble 
Ethelmae S. Haldan  
Gary and Joyce Ruckelshaus  
Geary and Marysue Tiffany  
Geoff Kertesz  

Grace and David Johnston  
Greg and Chrissy Manonian  
Jacob Meyer  
Jeff Alvarez  
Jill Gardner  
Jocelyn Miner  
Joe and Linda Curran  
John and Laura Saidy  
John and Patricia Cockcroft  
Jota & Claudia Shohtoku  
Juana Schurman  
Julie and Doug Buchan  
Katherine Foster  
Manny Severino  
Mark Sanchez  
Mary Jane Saidy  
Mary Patricia Carney  
Mary Pickering  
Mathias Mortenson  
Matt and Dennise Conine 
Melissa Meyer  
Mike Kobel and Keith Shaw  

Nancy and Tom Pendergast  
Nancy Ellis  
Nate Anthony  
Neil Chalasani  
Patricia McGinnis  
Peter Henderson  
Robert and Elaine Sloss  
Ronald and Deirdre 
Marblestone  
Ryan and Jeanne McGinnis  
Ryan Tiffany  
Sally S. Charles  
Santeri and Mariah Voutilainen  
Sarah Haldan  
Scott and Carolyn McBride  
Scott Benton  
Sharon Otterman  
Tom Annese  
Urusa Fahim  
Willett and Barbara Bennett  

 
 

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR GENEROUS DONORS.   
Your contribution supports programs that make an enormous impact  

on the education and future of youth. 
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 Help Us to Get to  

Know You 
 
We would love to hear from you! 
In order to strengthen and 
expand the effectiveness of 
Project Spera's programs, it is vital 
to make personal connections 
with those who would offer skills 
and resources to our mission. So
please take a few minutes to ll
out an online survey. Just visit 
our homepage and click on the 
survey link.  

, 
fi  

 

We would like to especially thank Sarah and Claire Haldan for hosting 
events recently to introduce their friends and relatives to our work. Thank 
you for opening your home to us! 
 
 
We’ve been very fortunate to have the talent and dedication of four new 
interns this summer, Victoria Restler, Sara Jew-Lim, Christina Hoheisel and 
Atish Chakravarti; along with the support of veterans Sarah Haldan and Jake 
Meyer, we’ve launched a new program, the Global Youth Media and Arts 
Program, and expanded on our professional development program. Thank you 
also to Anita Law for your hard work on our website.  
Thanks to all of you for your dedication and enthusiasm!  



 

Test Your Global Awareness 
 
Are you an informed global citizen? Try to answer the following questions, excerpted from questions we give to 
students participating in Project Spera's programs. (Answers at the end of the newsletter) 
 
1. Which is NOT one of the goals of the European Union? 

a. A single European bank 
b. A single European currency 
c. Political union 
d. Many countries run by one government 
 

2. Which two countries are neighbors of Egypt? 
a. Libya and Israel   
b. Brazil and Peru    
c. New York and Pennsylvania 
d. Angola and Zambia 
 

3. Which of the following reasons is NOT accepted by the USA to consider someone to be a refugee? 
a. They are running away from persecution based on race 
b. They are running away from persecution based on religion 
c. They are running away from persecution based on political opinion 
d. They are poor and lack economic opportunity 
 

4. Which country has the largest Muslim population? 
a. Saudi Arabia 
b. India 
c. Brazil 
d. Indonesia 

 
5. Which of the following countries is NOT a permanent member of the UN Security Council? 

a. France 
b. Germany 
c. China 
d. USA 

 
6. In 2004, which country gave the highest percentage of its national income (GNP) as foreign aid? 

a. United States of America 
b. Norway 
c. Japan 
d. Germany 

 
7. Which country’s Darfur region is currently experiencing violent conflict and mass killings? 

a. Ethiopia 
b. South Africa 
c. Sudan 
d. Italy 

 
8. Which country currently does not allow women to vote? 

a. United States of America 
b. Bangladesh 
c. Saudi Arabia 
d. Indonesia 

 
Answers: 1.d  2.a  3.d  4.d  5.b  6.b  7.c  8.c 
 
 
How did you do? Share your results with us, we would love to know! Email info@projectspera.org.   
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